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The figures for women studying the arts versus women working in the arts, particularly in creative 
ƌŽůĞƐ ?ĂƌĞƐŚŽĐŬŝŶŐ ?>ƵĐǇ<ĞƌďĞůĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨdŽŶŝĐdŚĞĂƚƌĞ ?ƐƌĞĐĞŶƚĚǀĂŶĐĞƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĨŽƵŶĚƚŚĂƚ ?ŝŶ
2013, 59% of graduates from eight of the leading postgraduate directing programmes in the UK were 
ǁŽŵĞŶďƵƚĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚƚŚĂƚǁŝƚŚůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ&ƌĞĞƐƚŽŶĞ ?ƐƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚǁŚŝĐŚĨŽƵŶĚ ?ŽĨƚŚĞƚŽƉƚĞŶ
subsidised theatres in the UK, only 24% of directors working in those theatres were women. 
 
The situation is similar nationwide, for example at the University of the Arts London, where I am the 
Course Leader for the new MA Dramatic Writing at Drama Centre London at Central Saint Martins, 
over 70% of students are women but only around 30% of professional roles in many of the creative 
industries (including art, writing, directing, and acting, based on UAL, Tonic Theatre and British 
Theatre Consortium research) are occupied by women. 
 
Recently, it seemed to me that the reasons for why this is occurriŶŐŚĂǀĞŶ ?ƚƌĞĂůůǇďĞĞŶŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞĚ
yet. Why are so many women studying arts courses but not making the transition to working in the 
arts? Are they giving up, and, if so, why? 
 
The result of these ponderings has been to create University Women in the Arts. This new scheme 
will run from April 2016 to April 2017, offering a year of mentoring for selected female students 
studying arts subjects at Universities across the UK, and public events and advice which will be open 
to all. 
 
The mentors who have agreed to give up their time are 14 women who we believe have led the way 
in the arts in the UK. They are, in no particular order: 
 
 ?sŝĐŬǇ&ĞĂƚŚĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ ?ƌƚŝƐƚŝĐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨƚŚĞZŽǇĂůŽƵƌƚdŚĞĂƚƌĞ 
 
 ?ŵĂŶĚĂ&ŽƌĞŵĂŶ ?ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ ?ĐŽůƵŵŶŝƐƚĂŶĚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐŽĨ the recent BBC series The Ascent 
of Women 
 
 ?:ƵĚĞ<ĞůůǇ ?ƌƚŝƐƚŝĐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨƚŚĞ^ŽƵƚŚďĂŶŬĞŶƚƌĞĂŶĚĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞtKt&ĞƐƚŝǀĂůƐ 
 
 ?>ƵĐǇ<ĞƌďĞů ?ĨŽƵŶĚĞƌĂŶĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨdŽŶŝĐdŚĞĂƚƌĞ 
 
 ?:ŽĂŶŶĂWƌŝŽƌ ?DĂŶĂŐŝŶŐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨWĞŶŐƵŝŶ'ĞŶĞƌĂůŽŽŬƐ ?WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶt of the Publishers Association 
ĂŶĚŚĂŝƌŽĨƚŚĞŽĂƌĚŽĨƚŚĞĂŝůĞǇƐtŽŵĞŶ ?ƐWƌŝǌĞĨŽƌ&ŝĐƚŝŽŶ 
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 ?dĂŵĂƌĂZŽũŽ ?ƌƚŝƐƚŝĐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨƚŚĞŶŐůŝƐŚEĂƚŝŽŶĂůĂůůĞƚ 
 
 ?ŚĂƌůŽƚƚĞ,ŝŐŐŝŶƐ ?ŚŝĞĨƵůƚƵƌĞtƌŝƚĞƌĂƚdŚĞ'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ 
 
 ?ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ&ƌĞĞƐƚŽŶĞ ?ƌƚŝƐƚŝĐŝƌector of Pentabus Theatre 
 
 ?dĂŶǇĂ^ĞŐŚĂƚĐŚŝĂŶ ?ĨŝůŵƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌŽĨĨŝůŵƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĞ,ĂƌƌǇWŽƚƚĞƌƐĞƌŝĞƐĂŶĚDǇ^ƵŵŵĞƌŽĨ>ŽǀĞ
and former Head of the Film Fund at the UK Film Council 
 
 ?<ĂƚĞƌǇĂŶ ?ĨŽƌŵĞƌŝƌĞĐƚŽƌŽĨƌƚ ? ? ?ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌ ?ĂƌƚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶĂŶĚǁŝŶner of the Women of the 
Future Arts and Culture Award 
 
 ?<ĂƚĞZŽǁůĂŶĚ ?ĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨtƌŝƚĞƌƐƌŽŽŵ ?ƚŚĞ ?ƐŶĞǁǁƌŝƚŝŶŐĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ?ĂŶĚƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĞƌ
Creative Director of New Writing at the BBC, Head of BBC Radio Drama and Commissioner of Radio 
 ? ?ƐdŚĞtŝƌĞ 
 
 ?:ĞŶŶŝĨĞƌdƵĐŬĞƚƚ ?ŽƵƌƐĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŶĞǁDƌĂŵĂƚŝĐtƌŝƚŝŶŐĂƚƌĂŵĂĞŶƚƌĞ>ŽŶĚŽŶĂƚ
ĞŶƚƌĂů^ĂŝŶƚDĂƌƚŝŶƐĂŶĚĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞh< ?ƐĨŝƌƐƚĨŽƌŵĂůůǇŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇƉĂƌƚŶĞƌĞĚDŝŶWůĂǇǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ ?
and Director of Writers at Work Productions, which manages London Writers Week and The Student 
Guide to Writing amongst other initiatives. 
 
 ?ŶŶĞĚǇǀĞĂŶ ?,ĞĂĚŽĨtƌŝƚĞƌƐƌŽŽŵ 
 
 ?WŝŶŬǇ>ŝůĂŶŝ ?ĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞtŽŵĞŶŽĨƚŚĞ&ƵƚƵƌĞWƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ 
 
The partners on the project are Writers at Work Productions (my company, which is dedicated to 
exploring new ways of supporting writers and improving arts education), the Women of the Future 
Programme (who run the important Women of the Future Awards for women under the age of 35, 
the Ambassadors Programme and the Asian Women of Achievement Awards), the new MA Dramatic 
Writing at Drama Centre London at Central Saint Martins (which I also run and the course is involved 
so my students can attend the public events but also help support these events which I hope will be 
a great extra experience for them, a chance to meet the mentors and an opportunity to think about 
this subject matter) and the project is being run in association with Tonic Theatre, who have led the 
way in terms of gender equality in the UK recently, including helping support initiatives such as the 
commitment to 50/50 gender equality recently announced by the National Theatre. 
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More information is available from: http://universitywomeninthearts.com/  
